Harrow Agenda 21 Ethical Consumer Action Group

Community Premises Meeting Room

Tuesday 13th July 2010 6.30-8pm

Attendance:
Liz Binney – Wealdstone Methodist Church (LB)
John Cope – Brent and Harrow Oxfam Campaign Group (JC)
Sarah Kersey – HA21 (SK)
Apologies
Jane Skelly – Harrow Friends of the Earth
Stan Rooke – Brent and Harrow Oxfam Group
Cllr Nana Asante - Harrow Council
Anna Brown – Brent and Harrow Oxfam group
Katherine Talbort – World Development Movement Harrow Branch

1)
MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING HELD ON 11th MAY 2010

1.1 
No points of accuracy.
1.2
SK read Cllr Nana Asante’s email update on her progress in the reconvening of the Council lead Fair Trade Borough status. The group response was that they very much supported the development of a Fair Trade Borough steering group. LB wondered if Cllr Asante has the criteria for achieving the status and said that she would email them to Cllr Asante. SK said that she could forward the information on Harrow Churches with Fair Trade campaigns to Cllr Asante. SK suggested that the steering group could approach the Large Employers Network, represented at the Harrow Strategic Partnership Board, to help meet objectives in the criteria.  The group noted that they look forward to Cllr Asante attending the next meeting. The group suggested some possible events for Fair Trade fortnight 2011 which could be organised if status is achieved as referred to by Cllr Nana Asante in her email. Suggestions included Fair Trade tasters and information events in town centres around Harrow, getting big corporate supporters on board including M&S. Sainsbury’s, Co-op. 
Action:
LB to send Cllr Asante the criteria for achieving Fair Trade Borough status. SK to forward information on Harrow Churches with Fair Trade campaigns to Cllr Asante.
2)
DEBRIEF ON LOCAL EVENTS

2.1
JC said that he had over 200 people sign the Oxfam petition for supporting the Robin Hood Tax. JC said that he met local Councillors and the MP which was a benefit of being at the event. JC also had a stall at Roxeth Show. JC said he has continued to attend the Westminster University Fair Trade steering group and reported that this group aim to achieve the Fair Trade University Status in 6 months.

2.2
LB said her stall at Under One Sky sold slightly less Fair Trade products than last year. LB said that from discussions with people she felt that there was more awareness and publicity about Fair Trade and that her team of volunteers did well in helping to raise awareness.    
3)
ELECTION OF NEW ETHICAL CONSUMER GROUP CHAIR

3.1
SK said that she has raised the need for a new Chair to the HA21 Executive Committee. SK said that a new Chair has not come forward and that it is an urgent issue. SK urged the group to encourage anyone that they know might be interested to get in touch with HA21. 
4)
ETHICAL PRODUCTS / CAMPAIGNS
4.1
SK said that Jane Skelly had emailed her and said that she can get a copy of Food Inc which the group had suggested that could be shown at a consumer group film night. The group agreed that the film should be screened and that information and possibly some Fair Trade products could be brought to the event. SK suggested that the film could be screened on the date of the November Ethical Consumer Group meeting. The group agreed. 

4.2
The group agreed that boycotting Nestle and Palm Oil was still a priority to highlight in any future campaigns. The group debated whether the Fair Trade Borough steering group would support a boycott of Nestle. Other products to promote JC said he had heard of new Fair Trade products including tuna and jewelry. LB told the group that Fair Trade rubber was available soon. 

4.3
Comments from the group about Under One Sky being a Fair Trade promoter.    

4.4
Further discussion from the group around events for Fair Trade fortnight 2011 if the borough status is achieved. LB said Traidcraft could be contacted and invited to get involved. JC said that there is a Fair Trade ice scream van available and would need to be booked early. LB suggested Tearcraft, People Tree could also be contacted and invited as they are big suppliers.

Action:
SK to book a committee room for the film screening and report back to the next meeting.  SK to notify Eve Swabe to include information in ‘In Contact’ on Fair Trade suppliers and information about the film screening. SK to send date to JC so he could promote to Westminster University students. 
5) Local Activities / Group Exchange      
5.1 JC said that he would be attending the Co-op regional committee meeting. He would also be holding a stall at Harrow in Leaf show, Pinner Village Fair, Freshers Fair at Westminster University and would be doing an Oxfam sponsored walk in Hertfordshire. 
5.2 LB said that she would be spending time sorting out orders, stock checking and giving talks. She would be holding a stall at Sudbury Horticultural Show. LB asked ‘In Contact’ could mention her open house event which she would be holding on the 4th / 5th / 6th of October which she does annually and sells Fair Trade Christmas cards, crafts, fashion and jewelry. 
Action:
SK to send details of LB open house event to Eve Swabe for ‘In Contact’
6) Any Other Business

6.1 None.

Meeting Closed 7.50pm 

Next meeting /09/2010 6.30pm   

